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In this Sept. 1, 2011 photo, students stand near an entrance to the California Culinary Academy, which is
part of the Le Cordon Bleu chain of for-profit cooking schools in San Francisco. The chain is coming under
fire for its marketing practices as its graduates struggle to find culinary jobs and pay off their hefty student
loans. Across the country, for-profit vocational schools are facing heavy criticism for former students who
can't find jobs that pay enough to repay their student loans, most of which are subsidized by the federal
government.
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SAN FRANCISCO -- Food enthusiasts have been enrolling in culinary school in growing numbers, lured by
dreams of working as gourmet chefs or opening their own restaurants.

For many graduates, however, those dreams have turned into financial nightmares, as they struggle to pay
off hefty student loans and find work in a cutthroat industry known for its long hours and low pay.

Now, some former students are suing for-profit cooking schools to get their money back, saying they were
misled by recruiters about the value of culinary education and their job prospects after graduation.

"They just oversold it and pushed it. They made misleading statements to lure you in," said Emily Journey,
26, a plaintiff in a class-action lawsuit against San Francisco's California Culinary Academy, part of Career
Education Corp.'s chain of 16 Le Cordon Bleu cooking schools.

Journey, however, may get some of her money back. Under a pending $40 million settlement in state
court, Career Education has agreed to offer rebates up to $20,000 to 8,500 students who attended the
academy between 2003 and 2008.

In 2004, Journey was a recent high school graduate, dreaming of opening her own bakery, when she
enrolled in a 7-month program in pastry and baking arts at the San Francisco school. Recruiters convinced
her it was a worthwhile investment and helped her borrow $30,000 to pay for it.

After finishing the program, the only job she could find paid $8 an hour to work the night shift at an Oregon
bakery - "something anyone could have gotten without a culinary certificate," she said.

Journey, who now lives in Bakersfield, has abandoned her baker's dream and now plans to attend
community college to become a nurse or dietitian. Without the settlement money, she will be paying for that
culinary certificate for another 15 years.

"Was it worth the money and the time to have this loan hanging over my head?" she asked. "Absolutely
not."

Two other Le Cordon Bleu schools - the California School of Culinary Arts in Pasadena and the Western
Culinary Institute in Portland - also face lawsuits from former students who say they were duped by
deceptive advertising, particularly the schools' job placement rates.

Schaumburg, ll.-based Career Education denies its recruiting and marketing practices are illegal, but its
schools recently changed their policies to "ensure that students understand that we are not promising any
specific job outcomes or salaries," said spokesman Mark Spencer.

The publicly traded company, which operates more than 90 career colleges worldwide, agreed to settle
the San Francisco lawsuits because they were too expensive to litigate and distracting to employees,
Spencer said.

Enroliment at for-profit colleges and trade schools has surged over the past decade, fueled by federal
student aid that makes up as much as 90 percent of revenue at many institutions. Profit-driven career
colleges are facing heavy criticism for their aggressive recruiting and marketing practices, as well as their
graduates' low rates of loan repayment.

Students who attend for-profit institutions represented 12 percent of all college students in 2009, but 43
percent of those who defaulted on federal student loans, according to a recent report by The Education
Trust, an education advocacy group.

"It's a business predicated on volume, not quality. How many students can you get to sign on the dotted



line?" said Jose Cruz, the group's vice president for higher education policy. "lt's a debt that takes over
their financial life."

Career Education has capitalized on the growing interest in culinary education, fed by popular television
shows such as the Food Network's "lIron Chef," Fox Broadcasting's "Hell's Kitchen" and Bravo's "Top
Chef."

Enroliment at the company's 16 Le Cordon Bleu cooking schools increased from 8,400 in 2008 to 13,100
in 2010, according to Career Education officials.

Le Cordon Bleu officials defend the value of a culinary education, saying many restaurants, hotels and
hospitality companies don't have the time or money to train employees.

"Culinary arts education today gives people a much-needed foundation they need to be successful," said
Edward Leonard, vice president and corporate chef for Le Cordon Bleu Schools in North America.

School officials point to alumni such as Jill Barton, a 2005 California Culinary Academy graduate who
recently opened a crepe shop in Santa Barbara, or Gonzalo del Castillo, a 2007 graduate who co-owns a
San Francisco tapas bar.

The academy's tuition and fees range from $21,000 for a certificate in pastry and baking arts to $43,000
for an associate's degree in culinary arts. Those costs don't include books, supplies, or room and board.

The school's website says 48 to 100 percent of graduates find work in their field of study or a related field,
depending on the program or methodology.

Critics say many of those jobs don't pay much more than minimum wage and don't require formal culinary
education.

"It is a ridiculous business decision to attend one of these schools," said attorney Ray Gallo, who
represents plaintiffs suing the California Culinary Academy. "The whole thing doesn't make economic
sense. They know it and they don't tell you."

In June, the U.S. Department of Education in June issued new regulations aimed at protecting students
who attend private career colleges. Under the new rules, a school can only have access to federal student
aid if at least 35 percent of its graduates are repaying their loans - or if graduates' annual loan payments
don't exceed 12 percent of their earnings.

Critics say the new rules are a small step in the right direction, but don't go far enough.

"Unfortunately, it's really a buyer-beware environment for people seeking higher education at culinary
schools or other kinds of training programs," said Lauren Asher, who heads the nonprofit Institute for
College Access and Success.

Matt Foist, 46, regrets his decision to borrow $45,000 to attend the California Culinary Academy in 2005,
when the Silicon Valley software engineer was looking for a career change.

"They did a great job of selling it to me," Foist said. "l was kind of tricked into believing that | would
become a highly regarded chef in the San Francisco area and that | would make a lot more money than
the reality turned out to be."

After realizing he wouldn't be able to earn enough to cover his student loans, he decided to stick with
software engineering. Five years later, he said he's barely made a dent in paying off his culinary school



debt, though the settlement money will help if it comes through.
His advice to people contemplating culinary school: "Don't go. Go to a community college."
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FEARSOMEKITTENS

um....these people agreed to pay for something.

writerink

Funny, | know someone who went to this school and he now owns his own high-end restaurantin San Diego,doing very well.
So atleast some people did get good jobs with their degrees.

mikesacto2

Yeah and "some people" get struck by lightning. This place tells all prospects theyll need this degree to geta
good chefjob. People believe them and itjustisn't true. The chefbusiness is all about experience and opportunity to
advance.
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Caveat Emptor.......

religionsucks



Going into debt to attend culinary school is a half-baked idea that'l get you in hot water if you're not careful. The turkeys who
run these schools deserve to be skewered and peppered with criticism, and grilled with questions, because it appears they
are cooking up a recipe for financial disaster for a career that rarely pans out.

butch31

Blame the GOP...SMDH
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Read this:

http://www.americaforpurchase....

Pycckuu

I wonder how many complaints are logded against them. Make a habbit to check BBB profile on any TECH school, or any
business before you get screwed.

srbt

Seagoper - do you even glance at the articles before proceeding to ramble on? The federal governmentis guaranteeing
these loans that aren't being paid back. Thatis where the taxpayer comes in, understand? The gop was opposed to the rules
that the "present administration" has already putin place to stop the fleecing of taxpayers. Thatis where the gop comes in.
They preferred the old system that only served to enrich the diploma mills at the expense of everyone else. My position is that |
support the rule that these programs graduate students who are paying back their studentloans, or atleast about 1/3 of them
are.

SeaGopher

Yes | did more than glance at this article and yes | understand federal studentloan .

| did not see any mention in the article involving the " gop ", which was what initially what drew myinterestin your
original post, but you now you say " articles " . I'm sorry that | was not gifted with ESP .

What does it matter what the " gop " prefers the " present administration has already putin place to stop fleecing of
taxpayers " .?

You support programs graduate who will pay back their studentloans !... Well that's up to the student and the
studentloan dept on what they approve and dis-approve .



Perhaps you could spin this to the Community Redevelopment Act. It does have things in common .

| also noticed you misspelled my avatar to " Seagoper " which can only draw two conclusions .

1.) ltwas innocent mistake . It did cause me a little tingle .

2.) ltwas a subliminal, intentionally used with malicious and forethought . Rest assure it had no effect, since I lost my
ego many years ago . | do hope some day | re-gain it, bursting with pride and self-esteem . To be fair, on the positive
side ,it perhaps save me thousands of dollars in psychological therapyin anger management as societyand |
interrelate .
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